SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN

Standards

We are delighted to announce that the BCU has passed the advanced standard for Safeguarding and Protecting Children in Sport.  This achievement reflects many years of hard work and dedication by both staff and volunteers to develop suitable policies and procedures and most importantly the willingness and commitment by you - our volunteers and coaches in the clubs to implement them.   So please pass on our thanks to everyone in your club who may have been involved in implementing child protection policies and procedures in your club for helping us achieve this milestone.

Website and New Resources

We have reorganised the website pages for Safeguarding which we hope will make it easier to find what you need.   The webpage now has three additional pages for Safeguarding – for resources, CRB and training and you can navigate to the Safeguarding pages direct from the Home pages for both the BCU and Canoe England websites.   
All the resources have now been updated.  You will see that they have been divided into Policy, Guidance and Templates and each document has a number and date which will help to identify the ones that you might need.  

Independent Safeguarding Authority - Update April 2009

The government has recently announced a major change in the implementation process for the new Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA).   Individual applications for scheme registration will not now begin until summer 2010 with a five year phase in of the scheme anticipated.  

Created under the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006, (previously Vetting and Barring Scheme) it will replace the current List 99, PoCA, PoVA and Disqualification Orders regimes. The ISA will decide who is unsuitable to work or volunteer with vulnerable groups.   It will base its decisions on pulling together information held by various agencies, government departments and the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB).   From October this year the barring provisions will be bought into place.

Consultation for the needs of sport in the new scheme is currently being undertaken.  Canoe England will update all clubs and members once this is completed and we will provide guidance and advice to support everyone who is involved with young people.   At this stage it is important that you continue to undertake appropriate recruitment practices for individuals working with young people eg CRB checks, references etc,   for further information see the Safeguarding and Protecting section of our website.
Paddlesafe – on line Child Protection Course

As we write this we are in the final stages – and anticipate that by the time you are reading this it will be available on line.    The course is aimed as a first step in helping your volunteers to understand more about child protection in an easy to access format.  Coaches who regularly work with young people should still attend the Safeguarding and Protecting Children workshop.   Further details will be available from our website under training.
